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MNAZARIO GRAZIAND
{@nazariograziano) is an lalian
illustrator, collage moker, graphic
designer, and dad. His visual
longuage—which you con see in
Player of the MDnr{l {page 27—
has been used by GG, New York
Mogazine, Lavozzao, and other
brands and publications.

ALEX GREEN

(@alexgreendraws), a London-based
illustrator, shows his work through
editorial, fashion, packeging, and
live events. Alex strives to bring
warmth and emation to his subjects
(including sandbagging on the
pickle baﬁ court; page ‘ﬁ}}—h arking
back but lacking forward.

MEGAN HILL

(@m.a__hill) is an award-winning
food, travel, and owtdoors writer. Her
work has appeared in publications
including Lenely Planet and The
Saturday Evening Post. Based in
Sen11|e, she shares her 'n:p spois

to play, explore, and dine in

the Emerald Cif:,' {puge 52).

DOM STEINBERG

{@dennieboink) writes obout sports
and other topics—ike picklzball’s
youth movement on poge &4—for
ESPM, The New Yarker, GQ, and The
Wall Street Journal. An athlete himself,
he shows off his customized pickleball

pudcﬂe. He lives near F'hih:d’elph'lu.
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MICHELLE THOMPSOMN
(@mich_tom) creates illustrations
and collages from her home base in
the UK. Her work iz o mix of found
elements, paint, and collage. Turn to
poge &4 fo see how she puts these
elements to use in our “Mew Kids on
the Court” story.

BETHAMY HEITMAN
{@bethanyheitman), o writer and
editor, has had work published in
Cosmopolitan, People, Health, Readers
Digesf, and more. She got the goods on
Stephen Colbert and his CBS special
Pickled for this issue's cover story. Read
the feature starting on poge 44.
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LEQ CHUN

When he started playing
pickleball in 2020 at age 8,
Chun wosn't just the youngest
competitor at the October
2020 PPA tournoment in Los
Vegas; he became the youngest
PPA medal winner aver,

taking o bronze in the 14-and-
under category. Since then, the
former tennis trainee has won
multiple junior and adult
medals, and now, at age 10, he
has topped two of the men's
brackets. Chun counts among
his highlights beating Clympian
Michael Phelps in a pickleball
exhibition last June. Bomn in
South Korea and raised in Utah,
Chun has dual citizenship and
hopes to someday represent
South Korea in the Olympics.

the Sports & Fitnass
Industry Association.
Thiz iz good news for
the hature of pickleball,
exparts say. Mot only are
kids growing the sport,
they are also halping
to change the perception
of the game. “That old
stigma of pickleball not
being cool is going
away,” notes Hob Barnes,
co-CED of equipmeant
maker Salkirk Sport.

FUN AND
FRIENDSHIFPS
It makes sense that kids
ara picking up paddles,
Bames says. Thay =s=a
young adult pros like
Ty=on Mc(Guffin and Ben
Johns and become fans.
Plus, thera are kid playar
roba modeals like Chun and
Anna Leigh Waters, who
at age 15 iz the top-
ranked picldeball singles
player in the world.
Watching these phenoms
motivates kids to play.
And once they try the
game, kids want to keap
at it, even if they e not
supar athletic. "Picklaball
iz a fun sport they can

bearn quickly and
confidence from,” Barnes
explains. "It dossn"t have
a high barrier to entry,
shillwise or cost-wise.”
Pickleball is vary
inclusive, adds Hope
Tolley, managing dirtector
of recreational programs
and services for USA
Picklaball. "It offers an
outlat for kids that's
diferant from what you
find with mamy other

aports,” she points out.
"It gives kids another
option to play.”

It's also a safe and

be
. Pickleball has a

healthy way for kids o
-

acti
lowrenr risk for injury thamn
many youth sports, like

foothall and scccer. And
"it's incredibly social,”
says Maria Capons, d
manager at Flemirs
Picklaball Chub in New
Jersay, which recanthy
held weeklong summer
camps for kids ages 8 to

15. "Kids build friendshipe
when they play together.”
Even toddlers can get

1

into the swing. Jeremiah
Thomas, who owns :
Doylestown Picklaball in ;
Pennsylvania, says he w
has campers as young as =
age 3 playing the gams. .
The kids ask for picklaball /
more than traditionsl
aporiz like T-ball, ha notas: x e
a3

"You gat mors action in
picklaball,” Thomas -'
explains. “In T-ball, most
of the tima you're

watching some othar kid

hit. Kids want to move.”

LESSON PLANS .
Schools have discoversd T
pickleball as well. Grade A

he country
are incorporating the

aschools across

game into their physical i
education prograrms. o .c
Stephanie Lane, a pro

player and phys ed teachar =

in Nashville, introduced
her sacond-grade gym
wt. In
Pennsylvania, saveral

clazz to the 51

school districts have hired
Thomas to help teachers # =0

&é
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incorporata picklaball into
gym classes. And high
school teams are popping
up in the Wast. Nichalas
Redmeon, a teachar at
Ridgeline High School in
Milbeilles, Utah, hes built

a pickleball team of 16
girls and 16 boys that has
become good aencugh to
play against the Utah
State University pickleball
club. Other high schocks
ini the stata are forming
squads as well. "Having

a Utabrwide toumament
is our eventual goal”
Redmon says.

In fact, Utah iz a
hotbed for picklaball play
in achools. The Amateur
Athletic Union (AALT)
is currently striving to
get picklaball into more
schools in the state
by helping them acquire
lowr-cost equipment,
zays Mika Nislsen, the
AALT s exacutive
director of picklaball.

USA Picklaball is
actively working to get
mare kids involved in the
spart as well, Tolley =ays.
"Kids are a major foous for
us,” she says. "We want
to give them axposure to
picklaball through schools,
youth groups, boys" and
girls” clubs—you namea it.”
One way the organization
iz doing that is by offaring
MUTHEIE TRSOUICES
on their website {usa
picklaball org), such
azs free programs and
guidas for educators and
youth organizers.

Collages are akso on
the ball. An increasing
number of them, including
Robert Morris University
and Butler University, offer
intramural play. Thare's
even a website to help
expand the effort
(uscollegiatepiclkleball
com), and [ounder Gary
Stocker thinks universitias
will eventually provide
pickleball scholarships.

FAMILY
COMPETITION

For their part, parents
couldn’t be happier
about their kids' new
sport of choice. Many of
them encourage picklaball
because, unlike with
most other kids" sports,
Mom and Dad don't hawve
to stay on the sidelines.
Families play together,
and somea gat good
anough to compets.
Parant-child doublas
tournameant teams

are Colmmon.

The only problern?
Kids can get good enough
to outpley their parents.
Just ask Nashwille teacher
Lane, a medalist in the
sport, who started
teaming up with daughtar
LeEllen when LaEllen was
12, At fitst it was all good
fun for the pair, but now
mothar and daughter play
separataly. “We gave
up the partnership to keep
the relationzhip,” Lane
jokas. “Lakllen can boat
e row. | knew the day
would coms.”

JORJA JOHNSON

At 16, lohnson is one of the top

10 women pros. Growing up with
tough froining pariners helped
her get there. The Johnson family
started playing in 2018, after they
moved from Kansas to Florida,
then honed their skills fogether
during the pandemic, and scon
began to dominate the sport.
Mom lulie has reached number
one in senior pro women's singles,
and clder brother (and Johnson’s
occasional doubles partner)

W is at the top of the mens list.
Showing off smart shot selection,
lohnson won her first pro gold last
lanuary playing women's singles.

HAYDEM PATRIQUIN
Patriquin’s first reqular opponent
when he tock up the sport at
age 13 was his grandfather. But
after the Califernia native won ot
a local tournnament in 2020, it
was a whole new game. Now 17,
Patriquin has been pro since

the start of 2022, winning with
his speed and quick reflexes.
“I'm able to move around fast
becouse I'm not very tall,” he
says. Patriquin is glad to see
more kids coming to pickleball
from tennis. “That's gonna grow
the sport for sure,” he says.
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